ook  in 


SOUTHERN  BAPTiST  HISTORICAL 
LIBRARY  AND  ARCHIVES 
-  Historical  Commission,  SE^ 
Nashville,  Tennessa^B 

yuN  1 6  WM? 


>ooota 

®KCOx 
I  H°2 
cnio-n 

mm  ui 

o> 

mu 


Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


HIOSJ 

WCDUI*-. 
z!zJh  i  m 

zmocjsi 

T)-f 

noo  o 

r- 


Missionary  doctors  battle  AIDS  in  Uganda 


By  Alberta  Lindsey 

Richmond  Times  Dispatch 


their  spirits  better. 
Their  family  does,  too." 

Pepper  is  surprised 
at  the  attitude  medical 
students  have  toward 
AIDS  patients. 

"I  want  to  help  stu¬ 
dents  understand  there 
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KAMPALA,  Uganda 
(BP)  —  "Beware  of  the 
sweetness  and  splen¬ 
dour  of  sex,"  the  poster 
warned.  "It  could  prove 
hazardous  to  your 
health  and  life." 

A  lot  of  people  have 
paid  little  attention  to 
the  message  that  hangs 
on  an  office  door  at 
Makerere  University 
Medical  School  in  Kam¬ 
pala.  Uganda  has  one  of 
the  highest  Acquired 
Immune  Deficiency 
Syndrome  (AIDS)  rates 
in  the  world. 

Mark  Pierce,  a 
Southern  Baptist 
missionary 


Published  Since  1877 


secondary  complica¬ 
tions,  sucn  as  pneumo¬ 
nia  and  diarrhea.  The 
thing  here  is:  'They  are 
going  to  die  anyway,  so 
why  Dother?'  I'm  trying 


is  an  infectious 

*0*0/  diseases  special-  OPEN  WIDE  —  Larry  Pepper  and  a  colleague  check  a  patient  at  Mbar 
ist  at  the  1,700-  Hospital.  (Photo  by  P.  Kevin  Morley  ©  1 997  Richmond  Times-Dispatch) 
bed  hospital,  said 

more  than  half  his  like  this,"  Pepper  said.  "People 
Patients  have  AIDS,  come  to  your  door  every  day 
PRRjPV  Since  the  hospital's  with  needs  that  can't  be  met." 

1  AIDS  clinic  began  in  Pierce  left  the  clinic  and 
1987,  more  than  13,500  walked  through  an  open  ward. 

T-T'Bl  patients'  Beds,  many  with  chipped  paint, 

ii  -#  1\  mK  have  regis-  were  close  together.  Unscreened 
tered.  The  windows  were  open, 
story  is  He  stopped  at  the  bed  of  a 
mm  about  the  30-year-oia  man  who  was 
Wk  \7  ^  same  200  comatose.  The  patient  was  suf- 

Ig  miles  fering  from  cryptococcal 
lepras  away  at  meningitis,  an  illness  most  peo- 

Mbarara  pie  could  fight  off,  but  not 
_  University  someone  weakened  by  AIDS. 

Hospital,  Because  the  hospital  has  few 
9  •  O  •  where  Larry  Pep-  nurses,  the  man's  mother  and 
per,  another  missionary,  sister  stayed  there,  sleeping  on 
works.  More  than  half  his  a  mat  on  the  floor  beside  his 
patients  also  have  AIDS.  bed,  to  care  for  him.  The  moth- 

Pepper,  37,  cared  for  astro-  er  mixed  porridge  and  milk  to 
nauts  and  their  families  at  feed  her  son  through  a  tube. 

NASA's  Johnson  Space  Center  Families  not  only  furnish 
in  Houston  before  going  to  food,  they  also  bring  sheets  and 
Mbarara  in  September.  blankets  or  the  patient  has  none. 

"I  think  it's  something  all  of  Several  patients  lay  on  bare  mat- 
us  face,  not  only  as  missionaries,  tresses.  Outside,  family  mem- 
but  as  Americans  in  a  country  bers  washed  patients'  clothes  in 


What's  in  the 
Record 


A  report  from  the  trustees  of  Mississippi  College  to  the  Education 
Commission  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  expresses  doubt  about 
the  future  of  Clarke  College  m  Newton.  The  report  paints  a  desperate  pic¬ 
ture  of  financial  indebtedness  and  accreditation  problems. 


—  again 


Annuity  Board  gets  wired 

The  Annuity  Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
went  live  last  weekend  with  a  home  page  on  the  internet. 

Available  at  http:/ / www.annuityboard.org,  the  new  home 
page  provides  instant  access  to  church  and  denominational  staff 
retirement  options  and  other  educational  services.  Interested 
net  surfers  may  also  access  unit  values  of  investment  funds. 

The  home  page  includes  tips  and  facts  about  saving  and 
investing  for  retirement;  answers  to  frequently  asked  ques¬ 
tions  about  Annuity  Board  products  and  services;  and  specif¬ 
ic  information  for  ministers,  church  employees  and  employ¬ 
ees  of  SBC  agencies  and  institutions: 

The  latest  information  on  life,  health  and  disability  pro¬ 
grams  is  also  posted. 


Evangelist  James  Robison's  Sunday  morning  program  is  temporarily 
pulled  by  a  Dallas  TV  station  because  of  personal  attacks  on  homosexuals 
and  "Playboy"  publisher  Hugh  Hefner.  Robison's  show  is  reinstated  after 
agreeing  to  refrain  from  personal  attacks. 


J.  D.  Franks,  for  10  years  the  Mississippi  representative  on  the  Southern 
Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board,  sets  sail  for  Europe  to  make  a  first-hand 
inspection  of  conditions  and  the  effectiveness  of  the  Church  World  Service 
program  of  overseas  relief  and  reconstruction. 


Arson  funcfekallocated 


Children  shouldn't  pay  this  price 


|recious  few  Americans  alive  today  Only,  everyone  doesn't  get  on  with  their 
can  claim  to  be  untouched  by  divorce,  lives. 

Our  sociopathic  culture  has  given  us  A  definitive,  25-year  study  released  last 
any  legal  rationales  for  divorce  that  week  by  two  highly-credible  researchers 
age  has  devolved  from  a  sacred,  invi-  indicates  that  children  of  divorce  experi- 
?  institution  (Gen  2:24,  Matt.  19:4-6)  ence  profound,  lifelong  problems  regard- 
a  commodity  that  can  be  virtually  less  of  the  circumstances  surrounding  their 

parents'  split. 

The  study,  by  California  psychologist 
and  divorce  researcher  Judith  Wallerstein 
and  San  Francisco  State  psychology  profes¬ 
sor  Julia  Lewis,  tracked  60  divorced  fami¬ 
lies  that  included  26  children  between  the 
ages  of  two  and  six  at  the  time  of  their  par¬ 
ents'  divorce. 

The  study's  conclusions,  which  are  here¬ 
in  derived  from  news  media  accounts  and 
not  from  a  review  of  the  study  itself,  seem 
to  show  that  children  of  divorce  carry  unre¬ 
solved  problems  and  concerns  well  into 
adulthood  —  if  not  for  all  their  lives. 

Drugs  and  alcohol  became  a  mainstay 
for  about  half  the  children  in  the  study. 


"  I'P  UK£  TO,  JOHN,  BUT 
THERE  ARE  A  COUPL6  OF  UTTti 
“  N66PIN6 


Editor's 
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THIN6S  OH  f*Y 
<VW  ATTENTION  FOR  TODAY 
GOOD-BYE."  , 


relationship  and  regularly  attend  church 
have  a  much  lower  divorce  rate. 

That's  not  to  say  Christians  have 
avoided  the  divorce  phenomenon, 
or  that  there  is  no  place  for  divorcees 
in  the  Christian  church.  There's  a 
place  in  the  Christian  church  for 
everyone  who  knows  Jesus  as  their 
personal  Lord  and  Savior. 

However  grudgingly,  we  must 
accept  the  fact  that  divorce  has 

become  an  institutionalized  way  of  Many  of  them  came  to  experience  the  myr- 
life  in  America.  iad  tragedies  associated  with  premarital 

A  friend  of  several  years  ago  told  sexual  promiscuity,  and  this  was  especially 
this  stunned  editor  after  her  spur-of-  true  for  the  girls. 

the-moment,  justice  of  the  peace  In  one  television  news  interview,  a  31- 
wedding:  "It's  okay.  We  can  always  year-old  single  mother  who  was  one  of  the  study  harbored  a  great  deal  of 
get  a  divorce  if  this  doesn't  work  out."  children  in  the  study  tearfully  related  the  about  their  own  prospects  for 
Her  prophecy  was  fulfilled  in  less  difficulties  and  inner  turmoil  whenever  she  marriage  because  of  the  infidt 

than  a  year.  attempted  to  develop  close  relationships  sion,  and  sadness  they  experiei 

Then  there  are  the  divorces  that  with  other  people.  parents'  marital  breakdown, 

involve  innocent  victims.  Because  some  Her  parents’  divorce  contributed  to  the  What  does  all  of  this  say  to  ( 

spouses  choose  to  act  in  destructive  ways  fact  that  she  couldn't  point  to  a  single  sue-  says  that  the  Bible's  advice  on  i 

—  sexual  and  physical  abuse,  alcoholism,  cessful  relationship  in  the  whole  of  ner  life,  been  viable  all  along, 

adultery,  abandonment  —  divorce  has  The  financial  toll  among  children  of  Marriage  means  one  ma 

become  a  necessity  in  some  cases.  No  one  divorce  is  equally  disturbing.  Although  woman  for  life  (Gen  2:24).  Mai 
should  be  expected  to  stay  in  a  relationship  many  divorced  parents  in  the  study  were  we  should  guard  our  hearts  ag< 
where  they  or  other  family  members  are  in  professionals  who  earned  an  upper-mid-  pollutes  commitment  to  the  i 
mortal  danger  or  have  been  abandoned.  dle-class  living,  not  one  father  provided  tionship  (Pro.  5:20-23). 

However,  too  many  couples  have  opted  full  support  for  his  childrens'  college  edu-  Marriage  means  children  ai 
for  no-fault  divorces  of  convenience,  cation  and  nearly  one-fourth  of  fathers  cut  of  the  Lord  (Mark  10:16)  to  be 

fueled  by  the  opinions  of  so-called  off  all  financial  support  after  the  child  tected,  and  taught  the  ways  of  < 

.  "experts"  over  the  past  several  decades  turned  age  18.  parents  (Pro.  22:6). 

that  married  couples  should  go  ahead  and  Those  facts  resulted  in  many  of  the  chil-  It's  tragic  that  people  in  on 

divorce  without  guilt  so  everyone  can  get  dren  having  lesser  educational  opportuni-  society  —  including  far 

on  with  their  lives.  ties  and  being  forced  to  take  lower-paying  Christians  —  don't  see  it  that  \ 
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were  filled  with  these  religious 
procrams. 

He  frequently  read  and  stud¬ 
ied  the  Holy  Bible.  He  practiced 
strong  Christian  ana  Baptist 
beliefs  and  principles  as  set 
forth  in  the  Scriptures. 

This  Communion  with  God 
brought  great  joy  and  happi¬ 
ness  to  his  soul.  He  knew  God, 
and  just  as  Enoch  walked  with 
God  so  did  my  father.  Truly,  he 
was  a  son  of  Abraham. 

Many  other  thoughts  come 
to  mind,  but  as  I  jot  these  down 
I  am  satisfied  that  God  has  been 
good  to  my  father  and  me.  I  feel 
he  is  satisfied  with  his  God- 
given  life,  and  I  know  I  could 
not  have  had  a  better  father. 

What  an  example  of  high- 
level  living  he  has  set  for  me  to 
achieve!  How  richly  we  both 
have  been  blessed. 

Each  of  us  must  someday  face 
this  bedside  situation  with  our 
loved  ones,  and  eventually  we 
will  be  the  one  preparing  for  the 
journey.  As  we  each  move  up  a 
notch,  we  have  the  life  cycle  — 
my  father,  myself,  and  my  son. 

May  God's  will  be  done  in 
all  that  we  do  on  earth,  and 
may  we  too  look  forward  to 
going  to  our  home  in  Heaven. 

Editor's  note:  Leigh's  father 
died  on  fan.  4, 1964,  five  days  after 
this  was  written. 
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a  candle  is  used  up  and  the  tfaffp* 

light  begins  to  flicker,  sp  does  fUBfeV M 

the  human  spark  of  life.  It 
may  be  hours  or  weeks,  but 
very  definately  it  will  be  in 
the  near  future.  Time  has 

caught  up  with  the  years,  82  six  children  who 
of  them.  adults,  five  finished  college. 

As  I  sit  now  in  meditation  How  well  I  recall  tonight 
and  thought  at  the  hospital  special  events  in  my  life  associ- 
bedside  of  my  father,  I  see  a  life  ated  with 
coming  to  an  end.  God  has  father.  My 
been  good  to  him.  As  he  pre-  first  automo- 

Eares  to  walk  through  the  val-  bile  trip  to  the 
?y  of  the  shadow  of  death,  he  Gulf  Coast 
looks  forward  to  an  eternal  life  when  I  /- 
with  his  Creator.  was  five  > 

I  recall  some  of  the  high  years  old. 
points  of  his  life.  My  father  was  His  re-  ^ 
born  in  1881  ana  reared  on  view  of 
Glenwild  Plantation,  Grenada,  my  first  jf 
He  attended  Bowling  Green  Latin  as-  j 
College  in  Kentucky,  where  he  signment.  L 
majored  in  bookkeeping. 

His  life  was  not  spectacular, 
more  of  the  average  type. 

Father  was  not  trained  as  a 
leader  but  was  a  loyal  follower. 

Father  married  in  1906  in 
Columbia.  There  were  seven 
children  of  this  union.  Of  the 
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Mississippian  Cox  named  FMB  regional  leader 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  ered  part  of  the  "Last  Frontier" 
Greenwood  native  J.  Larry  Cox  —  where  the  majority  of  people 
was  named  regional  leader  for  have  had  little  or  no  access  to  the 
the  Middle  East  and  North  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  because  of 
Africa  by  Foreign  Mission  religious,  cultural,  or  political 
Board  (FMB)  trustees  during  resistance.  Other  countries, 
their  June  2-4  meeting.  while  resistant,  have  allowed 

Cox,  48,  is  one  of  14  regional  traditional  mission  work, 
leaders  selected  effective  July  1  Though  Cox  has  most 
in  a  revitalization  of  the  board's  recently  worked  as  associate  to. 
overseas  operations.  Area  Director  John  Floyd  in 

On  that  date,  the  FMB  name  Europe,  he  has  extensive  expe- 
will  be  changed  to  International  rience  working  with  Last 
Mission  Board  (IMB).  Frontier  people  groups. 

Trustees  decided  to  divide  He  was  FMB  missionary 
the  world  into  14  regions  "for  agriculturist  in  Africa  from 
growth  ahd  kingdom  impact"  1975  to  1987,  then  set  up  non- 
auring  their  April  meeting.  profit  groups  to  provide  a 
FMB  President  Jerry  Rankin,  Christian  witness  to  Central 
a  native  Mississippian,  stressed  Asia  through  business  consul- 
that  the  purpose  of  the  revital-  tancies,  exchange  programs, 
ization  is  to  mobilize  the  board  and  medical  relief  work, 
to  focus  on  bringing  all  the  peo-  In  1994,  FMB  named  him  to 
pies  of  the  world  to  saving  faith  focus  onl  reaching  a  people 
m  Jesus  Christ.  grouP  infljorth  Africa  with  the 

Cox's  region  encompasses  gospel,  f 
people  groups  in  many  coun-  Cox's  immediate  challenge  in 
tries  that  have  traditionally  been  his  new  position  will  be  bring- 
unfriendly  to  mission  work.  ing  togetner  mission  workers  in 

Much  of  the  region  is  consid-  countries  that  were  formerly 


Ky.;  the  master  of  agriculture 
degree  from  Mississippi  State 
University  in  Starkville;  and  the 
doctor  of  philosophy  degree 
from  the  University  of 
Mississippi  in  Oxford. 

Before  his  missionary 
appointment,  he  was  minister 
of  education  at  First  Church, 
Vicksburg. 

As  a  missionary  in  Burkina 
Faso,  he  was  involved  in  agri¬ 
cultural  work. 

He  and  his  wife,  the  former 
Cheryl  Keathley  of  Memphis, 
have  two  grown  children  and 
Amanda,  18;  and  Allison,  14. 
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Miss.  Baptists  set  Lottie  pace  —  again 


IP  and  staff  reports)  led  out  in  this  great  emphasis.  I  simply  been  rising  steadily  for  several 

ts  repeated  as  the  could  not  be  more  proud  to  be  a  of  the  thrust  has  Been  in  rapic 

ention's  most  faith-  Mississippi  Baptist,"  she  said.  ing  harvest  areas  and  in  the  1 

the  Lottie  Moon  SBC-wide  giving  to  the  annual  offering  regions  where  people  groups 
r  Foreign  Missions,  posted  its  fourth  straight  gain  and  for  the  tie  or  no  access  to  the  gospel, 

res  just  released  by  first  time  in  history  surpassed  the  $90  mil-  "Southern  Baptists  will  re 

reign  Mission  Board  lion  mark  when  the  books  closed  May  31 .  results  of  the  Lottie  Moor 

a.  At  a  record  $93,089,179.27,  the  1996  Offering  for  1996...  we  cannol 

d  $8,002,547  to  the  offering  reflected  dollar  and  percentage 

iippi  Baptists  led  the  increases  greater  than  any  since  1988. 

t  Convention  (SBC)  From  1995,  receipts  increased  about  $4.1 
and  dollar  increase  million,  or  4.6%  —  almost  twice  the  rate  of 
r's  offering  total  —  inflation. 

19%  offering.  Learning  of  the  record  total,  FMB 

ippi  Baptists  ranked  President  Jerry  *  Rankin,  a  native 
lcrease  over  the  pre-  Mississippian,  responded:  "That's  great, 
id  third  in  total  1996  This  will  allow  us  to  continue  our  thrust 

toward  reaching  the  Last  Frontier,  and  con- 
only  state  to  lead  in  tinue  the  pattern  of  appointing  missionar- 
aur  major  categories  ies  at  record  levels." 

I  Alabama  was  the  FMB,  which  will  change  its  name  to 
ented  among  the  top  International  Mission  Board  (IMB)  on  July  Lottie  Moon  receipts  and  $72.5 
iur  major  categories.  1,  last  year  appointed  590  overseas  mission 
ig  under  $1,000,000  workers  for  assignments  of  two  years  or 
sissippi  would  have  more,  a  record  number  of  new  workers  in  a 
state  in  three  of  the  year's  time. 

The  annual  number  of  new  workers  has 


laurels  ...  if  we  arfe  to  bring  people  from 
every  tribe,  tongue  and  nation  to  the 
throne  of  God,"  said  Dellanna  O'Brien, 
executive  director  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
WMU  in  Birmingham. 

"I  can  just  imagine  the  amazement  of 
Lottie  Moon  if  she  were  here  today," 
O'Brien  said.  Still,  "We  must  look  toward 
even  greater  sacrifice  in  providing  neces¬ 
sary  resources"  for  continuing  growth 
overseas. 

Last  fall,  FMB  trustees  approved  a  1997 
budget  of  $205.5  million  based  mainly  on 

from  the  Cooperative  Program,  Southern 
Baptists'  unified  giving  plan. 

The  Lottie  moon  Offering  is  generally  col¬ 
lected  in  churches  during  December.  It  funds 
nearly  half  (47%)  of  the  Board's  budget. 


1996  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  1 

Per  Cahta  Giving  %  Increase 

1.  Mississippi  $11.48  1.  West  Virginia 

2.  North  Carolina  $8.44  2.  Mississippi 

3.  South  Carolina  $8.41  3.  Penn/South  Jersey 

4.  West  Virginia  $8.06  4.  Utah/Idaho 

5.  Nevada  $7.43  5.  Alabama 

Dollar  Increase  over  1995  Total  Dollars 

+$1,288,083  1.  Texas  $14,089,218 

+$778,502  2.  North  Carolina  $9,903,444 

+$309,309  3.  Mississippi  $8,002,547 

+$254,172  4.  Georgia  $7,924,695 

+$253,789  5.  Alabama  $7,626,776 

Source  SBC  Foreign  Mission  Board 
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Cox  family:  more  than  'ordinary'  Christians 


By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor 


Years  ago  Marvin  and  Sam  was  saved,  baptized, 

Glenda  Cox  dedicated  their  licensed  to  preach  and  ordained 
children  to  the  Lord.  The  Coxes  at  Ellistown  Church.  Philip  was 
have  two  sons  and  a  daughter,  saved,  baptized,  and  licensed  to 
"What  we  meant  was  we  preach  at  Ellistown  Church. 

Shem  to  be  more  Philip  will  one  day  likely  be 
just  ordinary  ordained  there,  too. 
arts,"  Marvin  said.  "I  never  really  thought  about 
God  answered  them  being  in  the  ministry," 
aeir  prayers,  but  Cox  said.  Years  ago  when 
in  a  most  surpris-  someone  asked  Cox  what  his 
ing  way.  Both  of  goal  in  life  was,  he  said,  "to 
their  sons  have  pass  along  my  value  system 
surrendered  to  and  beliefs  to  my  children." 
preach.  Sam,  age  Father's  Day  at  the  Cox 
29,  has  been  pas-  household  is  a  celebration  of 
tor  of  Comers-  those  values  and  beliefs, 
ville  Church,  "I  never  felt  any  pressure 
Union  Associa-  from  my  parents,"  Sam  said, 
tion  since  1992.  "It's  funny  —  people  would 
3hilip,  age  19,  always  ask  me,  'Are  you  going 
who  will  be  a  senior  this  fall  to  be  a  preacher  like  your 
at  East  Union  Attendance  daddy?'  God  gave  me  enough 
Center,  was  licensed  to  preach  sense  to  answer,  'If  that  is  what 
in  the  spring  of  1996.  Daughter  God  wants!'" 

Rachel  is  married  and  lives  Sam  said  his  father  was  a  summer  missionary  in  Airica. 
nearby.  positive  influence  on  his  life.  "We  (Ellistown  Church) 

Marvin  has  been  Director  of  During  his  father's  years  as  a  were  without  a  pastor  when  I 
Missions  (DOM)  for  Union  pastor,  then  as  DOM  in  Union  made  public  my  surrender  to 
Association  since  1980.  County,  a  parade  of  missionar-  the  ministry,"  Sam  said.  "My 

Marvin  Cox  was  saved,  bap-  ies  and  mission  speakers  stayed  father  led  me  to  the  Lord,  he 


LIKE  FATHER,  LIKE  SON  —  Sons  Philip  (left)  and  Sam  (right)  stand 
with  their  father  Marvin  Cox,  Director  of  Missions  for  Union 
Association  in  New  Albany.  Both  sons  are  following  their  father  in 
Christian  ministry.  (Photo  by  Carl  M.  White) 


Father's  Day 
Sunday ;  June  15 


Fatherhood  Facts 


♦  The  absence  of  a  father  is  a  stronger  factor  than  poverty  in  con¬ 
tributing  to  juvenile  delinquency  according  to  the  National 
Institute  of  Mental  Health. 

♦  Crime  rates  in  48  cultures  were  found  to  be  highest  among  adults 
who  as  children  had  been  raised  solely  by  women,  according  to  a 
Yale  study. 

♦  Researcher  Martin  Deutsch  found  that  a  father's  presence  and  con¬ 
versation,  especially  at  dinner  time,  stimulates  a  child  to  perform 
better  at  school. 

♦  A  study  of  1,337  medical  doctors  who  graduated  from  John 
Hopkins  University  between  1948  and  19&1  found  that  lack  of 
closeness  with  parents  was  the  common  factor  in  hypertension, 
coronary  heart  disease,  malignant  tumors,  mental  illness,  and  sui¬ 
cide. 

♦  Thirty-six  out  of  39  anorexic  teenage  girls  in  one  study  lacked  a 
close  relationship  with  their  father. 

♦  Young,  white  teenage  girls  living  in  fatherless  homes  were  found  to 
be  60  percent  more  likely  to  have  premarital  intercourse  than  those 
living  in  two-parent  homes,  according  to  a  John  Hopkins 
University  study. 

♦  Armand  Nichoh's  research  for  the  White  House  found  that  an  emo¬ 
tionally  or  physically  absent  father  contributes  to  a  child's  (1)  low 
motivation  for  achievement;  (2)  inability  to  defer  immediate  grati¬ 
fication  for  later  rewards;  (3)  low  self-esteem;  and  (4)  susceptibility 
to  juvenile  delinquency. 

■H’nru:  IikIi  McDowell.  “The  hither  Connection,  “  BrvaJman  &  Holman  Publishers.  19% 
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announces  leaders  for  'revitalization 


RICHMOND,  Va»  (BP)  —  its  approach- 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  es  used,  as 
(SBC)  Foreign  Mission  Board  appropriate, 

(FMB)  trustees  on  June  3  ^  with  unreach- 
approved  a  new  associate  vice  ed  people 
president  and  a  new  team  of  groups  in 
regional  leaders,  each  region. 

"These  are  people  with  a  Named 
global  vision,"  said  Avery  T.  new  associate 
Willis,  the  FMB  senior  vice  vice  president 
president  for  overseas  opera-  for  strategy 
tions.  Willis  will  directly  super-  coordination 
vise  the  new  team.  and  mobiliza- 

The  appointments  become  tion  was  Da- 
effective  July  1.  Recommended  vid  Garrison, 
by  the  board's  senior  executive  now  a  field 
team  during  the  trustee  meeting  associate  area 
in  Richmond,  Va.,  June  2-4,  they  director  for 
grew  out  of  the  reconfiguration  CSI.  Before 
of  the  board's  overseas  division  taking  that 
from  nine  geographical  areas  position  in 
and  one  non-geographical  area  1992,  he 
to  14  new  "regions."  directed  the 

FMB  President  Jerry  Rankin  ,  FMB's  non- 
a  native  Mississippian,  launched  residential 
revitalization  four  months  ago,  missionary 
declaring  the  need  for  bold,  ere-  program, 
ative  new  initiatives  and  meth-  which 
ods  if  Southern  Baptists  truly  became  an  in¬ 
will  have  impact  on  a  growing 
world  population,  including 
burgeoning  Muslim,  Hindu, 

Buddhist,  and  atheist  segments. 

Five  of  the  15  new  key  slots 
are  filled  with  missionaries 
now  with  Cooperative  Services 
International  (CSI),  the  board's 
evangelical  and  humanitarian 
arm  for  work  where  traditional 
missionary  methods  are  diffi¬ 
cult.  CSI's  work  will  be  inte¬ 
grated  into  all  14  regions  and  appointment,  see  page  three) 


♦  Bill 
Fudge,  52, 
who  will  lead 
the  Eastern 
Asia  region. 


will  lead  the  Southern 
Africa  region,  including 
254  missionaries  in 
Angola,  Botswana, 
Lesotho,  Madagascar, 
Malawi,  Mauritius, 
Mozambique,  Namibia, 
Reunion,  Seychelles, 
South  Africa,  Swaziland, 
Zambia,  and  Zimbabwe. 
He  now  serves  as  an 
associate  to  the  area 
director  for  Eastern  and 
Southern  Africa. 


includes  the 
work  of  349 
Southern 
Baptist  work¬ 
ers  in  China, 
Hong  Kong, 
Macao,  and 
Taiwan. 


Williams 


Phillips 


♦  M  a  r.k 
Morris,  38, 
who  will 

head  FMB 
work  in  the 
Central  and 
Southern 
Asia  region. 


♦  Bill  E.  Phillips,  53, 
who  will  head  the 
Western  Africa  region, 
including  336  missionar¬ 
ies  in  Benin,  Burkina 
Faso,  Cote  d'Ivoire, 
Equatorial  Guinea, 
Gambia,  Ghana,  Guinea, 
Guinea-Bissau,  Liberia, 
Mali,  Niger,  Nigeria, 
Senegal,  Sierra  Leone, 
and  Togo.  He  now  serves 
as  area  director  of  West 
Africa,  which  is  similar 
to  his  new  region. 

♦  Jon  Sapp,  43,  who 
will  lead  the  Eastern 
Africa  region,  including 
223  missionaries  in 

Floyd  Burundi,  Kenya, 

Rwanda,  Tanzania, 

■  Uganda,  and  Congo  (for¬ 
merly  Zaire).  He  now 


Meador 


j»n  eludes 
more  than 
200  mission¬ 
aries  in  such 
countries  as 
Bangladesh, 


the  CSI  a p -  ■©; 
proach.  I 

Trustees 

also  named  V- 

12  people  as 

new  regional  Morris 

leaders.  The 
12  announced  leaders  are: 


Kazakhstan, 
Nepal, 
Pakistan,  and 
Sri  Lanka. 


Hadaway 


•  ♦  Robin  Hadaway, 

48,  who  will  head  347  Mpy 
missionaries  in  the 
Eastern  South  America 
region,  comprising 
Brazil,  Paraguay,  and  Uruguay. 
He  now  serves  with  CSI  in  an 
undisclosed  country  in  North 
Africa. 


Wilson 


Ron  Mumbower,  Ph  D. 
Minister  of  Counseling 
First  Church,  Jackson 


ClydeMHHBH 

Meador,  "7.  BA&  \J; 
who  will 

head  the  f. 

Southeastl  •; 

Asia  and 

O  c  e  a  n  i  a  ‘  j 

region,  whuhllj 

c  omprises  ■  < 

more  than  300 

missionaries  por, 

in  Indonesia, 

Malaysia,  Singapore,  Australia, 
New  Zealand,  and  Fiji.  He  is 
now  area  director  for  Southern 
Asia  and  the  Pacific. 


Happy  Father's  Day 


For  fathers,  a  word  of  encouragement: 

Walk  a  Little  Slower,  Daddy 

"Please  walk  a  little  slower.  Daddy,"  *’ 

Said  our  little  boys  one  day. 

"If  you  go  and  leave  us. 

We  may  not  find  the  way. 

Make  your  steps  shorter. 

So  we  can  keep  in  stride 
We  want  our  friends  to  see  us. 

Walking  by  your  side. 

Walk  a  little  straighter  Daddy, 

~  For  we  want  the  World  to  see 
That  my  daddy  is  the  greatest. 

Just  like  I  want  to  be. 

Whenever  we're  in  trouble 
And  don't  know  what  to  do 
We  want  everyone  to  see  that 
We're  walking  just  like  you." 

Anonymous 

A  new  book  I  strongly  recommend  is  "Raising  A  Modem-Day 
Knight"  by  Robert  Lewis  (ISBN#  156-179-5348).  It  gives  a  detailed 
account  of  how  a  father  can  guide  his  son  toward  manhood. 

Send  your  counseling  questions  to  LifeAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief.  Name  is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  cri¬ 
sis,  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 


♦  John  D.  Floyd,  62,  who 
will  lead  the  Central  and 
Eastern  Europe  region,  which 
encompasses  225  missionaries 
in  the  former  Soviet  Union  and 
Eastern  Europe.  He  is  now  area 
director  for  all  of  Europe. 

♦  Eddie  W.  Cox,  45,  who 
will  head  the  new  Western 
Europe  region,  including  261 
missionaries  in  Austria, 
Belgium,  France,  Germany, 
Italy,  the  Netherlands,  Norway, 
Portugal,  Spain  and  the  United 
Kingdom.  Since  1994,  he  has 
served  as  field  associate  to  the 
area  director  for  Europe  from  a 
base  in  Wiesbaden,  Germany. 


♦  R.  Gordon  Fort,  41,  who 
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Rice  bowl  revived  for  hunger  em 


Noting  the  relatively  low  proceeds  received  by  the 
cost  of  the  rice  bowls.  Nelson  Southern  Baptist  World  Hunger 
said  the  funds  generated  by  Fund  are  used  for  hunger  nun- 
the  bowls  should  not  diminish  istry,  with  nothing  taken  out  for 
giving  to  tiny  othor  special  administration  or  promotion 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  Baptist  Convention.  He  is  also 
For  more  than  15  years,  thou-  president  of  Rice  Bowls,  Inc. 
sands  of  churches  have  used  While  visiting  India,  his 
the  "rice  bowl"  —  small  plastic  heart  broke  for  the  starvation 
banks  which  resemble  a  bowl  he  witnessed, 
of  rice  —  to  raise  awareness  With  the  support  of  numer- 
and  funds  for  the  Southern  ous  churches,  the  rice  bowl 
Baptist  World  Hunger  Fund.  ministry  was  bom. 

The  Southern  Baptist  More  than  $1  million  was 
Christian  Life  Commission  raised  for  world  -hunger  in 
(CLC)  in  Nashville  recently  South  Carolina  alone  in  the  rice 
began  actively  promoting  the  bowls'  first  year, 
use  of  rice  bowls,  adopting  the  Estimates  run  as  high  as  $30 
unique  hunger  product  million  raised  through  the  rice 
through  an  agreement  with  bowl  ministry  during  the  last 
Rice  Bowls,  Inc.,  a  nonprofit  15  years. 

corporation  that  previously  Said  Steve  Nelson,  director 

was  the  sole  marketer  of  the  of  hunger  concerns  for  CLC,  _ 

product.  "God  has  deafly  used  the  rice  Mississippi  Baptists 

Rice  bowls  arose  from  the  bowls  in  a  mighty  way  to  raise  shipped  103,000  pounds  of 
vision  of  Alastair  Walker,  for-  support  for  the  nearly  300  food  to  North  Korea  through  a 
mer  pastor  of  First  Church,  hunger  ministries  sponsored  by  state  Brotherhood  campaign. 
Spartanburg,  S.C.,  and  former  Soutnem  Baptists  both  at  home  In  explaining  how  rice  bowls 
president  of  the  South  Carolina  and  abroad.  work.  Nelson  suggested  a  four- 


rhe  Road  to 
Everlasting 


EVERLASTING  LIFE 


God  intends 
V  for  all  his  children  to 
®  live  with  him  forever, 
but  the  road  to  everlasting  life 
is  blocked.  To  find  that  road 
you  must: 


Bookstores  getting  involved 
in  SBC  world  hunger  fund 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP) 


Admit  that  you  are  a  sinner. 

There  is  none  righteous ,  not 
even  one.  (Rom.  3:10) 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  The  national  chain  of  BaptisJ 
Book  Stores  and  Lifeway  Christian  Stores  has  joined  the  199/ 


campaign  to  collect  funds  for  the  Southern  Baptist  Worli 
Hunger  Fund. 

Change  canisters  resembling  soup  cans  will  be  available  uni: 
December  at  the  check-out  counters  of  the  66  stores  across  th 
United  States  as  a  result  of  employees'  desire  to  be  involved  i 
a  missions  endeavor  outside  normal  retail  activity,  according  t 
Mark  Scott,  vice  president  of  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board' 
retail  group. 

"Because  Baptist  Book  Stores  and  Lifeway  Christian  Store 
reach  so  many  persons,  we  can  provide  wide  exposure  io  th 
cause  of  world  nunger  relief,"  Scott  said.  "We  believe  this  is 


Accept  God's  love  for  you. 

Cod  demonstrates  his  own 
love  toward  us,  in  that  while 
we  were  yet  sinners,  Christ 
died  for  us.  (Rom.  5:8) 


Acknowledge  Christ  as  Lord. 

If  you  confess  with  your 
mouth  Jesus  as  Lord,  and 
believe  ip  your  heart  that  Cod 
raised  him  from  the  dead,  you 
shall  be  saved.  (Rom.  10:9) 


the  SBC  Christian  Life  Commission  (CLC)  or  Executivi 
Committee,  both  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  are  used  completely  foi 
hunger  ministry,  with  nothing  taken  for  administration  or  pro 
motion  costs.  Unless  otherwise  specified  by  the  donor,  80%  o 
the  funds  go  to  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  and  20%  to  the  Homi 
Mission  Board.  Missionaries  and  volunteers,  in  turn,  use  thi 
funds  to  support  nearly  200  hunger  ministries  in  the  Unitec 
States  and  58  other  countries. 

Baptist  Book  Stores  and  Lifeway  Christian  Stores  are  owner 
and  operated  by  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board. 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Christ  today,  contact  a  local 
Mississippi  Baptist  Church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Florida  Baptist 
Theological  College 


♦  Christian  Ministry  Degree  Programs 

♦  Bible  Taught  as  God’s  Word 

♦  Supportive  Campus  Community 

♦  MihistTy  Opportunities 

♦  Campus  Life  for  Families  and  Singles 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reupholstering 
Stain  Glass  •  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  ^Baptistries  •  Steeples 
Complete  Renovations _ 


©  1997  Church  Mutual  Insurance  Company 
3000  Schuster  Lane,  P0  Bc«  357.  Merritt,  Wl  54452  1  800  542  3465 
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NIV  publisher  files  complaint  over  article 


GRAND  RAPIDS,  Mich. 
(BP)  —  In  a  10-page  complaint 
filed  with  the  ethics  committee 
of  the  Evangelical  Press 
Association  (EPA),  Zondervan 
Publishing  House  is  alleging 
"World"  magazine  violated  the 
association's  code  of  ethics. 

At  issue  is  a  series  of  "World" 
articles  on  a  gender-neutral  revi¬ 
sion  of  the  New  International 
Version  (NIV)  Bible  translation. 

"World"  publisher  Joel  Belz 
is  the  press  association's  cur¬ 
rent  president. 

"World's"  NIV  articles  ignit¬ 
ed  controversy  among  evangeli¬ 
cals,  prompting  the  International 
Bible  Society,  the  NTV's  U.S. 
copyright  holder,  to  abruptly 
halt  the  NIV  revision  May  27. 

"'World'  has  caused  confu¬ 
sion  and  distrust  among  read¬ 
ers  of  the  NIV  Bible. 

"Zondervan  has  received 
hundreds  of  letters,  phone  calls, 
and  e-mail  messages  from  peo¬ 
ple  who  believe  the  misinfor¬ 
mation  "World"  first  printed. 
Pastors  have  pulled  the  NIV 
from  their  pews  and  have  rec¬ 
ommended  people  no  longer 
read  it,"Zondervan  contended. 

Belz,  in  an  interview  with 
Baptist  Press,  said,  "Had  the 
NlV  sponsors  stuck  with  a  ver¬ 
sion  tnat  was  widely  accepted 
and  deeply  trusted,  there  never 
would  nave  been  a  story  in 
"World"  magazine. 

"Full  responsibility  for  all 
that  has  happened  lies  squarely 
with  those  who  chose  to  tinker 


with  a  good  thing.  This  is  a 
classic  case  of  blammg  the  mes¬ 
senger." 

Belz  voiced  no  retreat  over 
his  magazine's  reporting  of  the 
NIV  gender-neutral  revision, 
which  brought  Zondervan  and 
the  International  Bible  Society 
into  national  scrutiny,  along 
with  the  Committee  on  Bible 
Translation,  a  15-member 
group  of  scholars  with  authori¬ 
ty  over  the  NIV  translation. 

Ronald  E.  Wilson,  executive 
director  of  the  Evangelical 
Press  Association,  said  there  is 
no  deadline  for  the  three-mem¬ 
ber  ethics  committee  to  decide 
on  the  Zondervan  and  IBS  com¬ 
plaints!  Thie  EPA  panel  will 
seek  to  make  "a  good  decision, 
not  a  rushed  one,"  Wilson  said. 

A  key  complaint  by  Zonder¬ 


van  notes  "World's"  reporting 
"erroneously  attempts  to  convey 
a  conspiracy  of  evangelical  Bible 
translation  with  radical  social 
feminism. 

"It  disjointedly  begins  by 
focusing  on  the  NIV  transla¬ 
tion  process,  then  makes  a  leap 
to  somehow  connect  that  with 
the  role  of  women  in  church 
ministry." 

Belz  responded,  "We  have 
never  claimed  or  implied  that  the 
NTV's  sponsors  identify  with  a 
radical  feminist  agenda. 

"What  we  do  assert  is  that 
all  of  us  have  been  profoundly 
seduced  by  cultural  feminism. 
The  question  is,  the  extent  to 
which  we  recognize  that 
seduction  and  build  defenses 
against  it. 

"We  believe  the  NTV's  sponsors 


were  neither  adequately  sensitive 
to  that  seduction  nor  prepared  to 
build  defenses  against  it. 


The  work  of  the  Committee 
on  Bible  Translation,  Zondervan 
said,  "is  to  constantly  review 
critiques,  analyze  new  textual 
finds  such  as  the  Dead  Sea 
Scrolls  and  note  changes  in  the 
English  language. 

wThe  focus  is  on  maintaining 
complete  accuracy  to  the  origi¬ 
nal  text  in  the  face  of  these  find¬ 
ings  and  changes. 

"The  message  never 
changes,  not  even  the  slightest 
bit.  The  goal  is  that  where  a 
masculine,  feminine  or  neuter 
noun  or  adjective  is  changed,  it 
can  only  be  revised  in  order  to 
be  more  unmistakably  accu¬ 
rate.  Clarity,  not  confusion,  is 
the  objective." 


Arson  funds  to  help  educate  pastors 


AKEWOOD 


MEMORIAL  PARKS 
&  FUNERAL  HOME 

Funeral  Homes  •  Cemeteries 
Mausoleums  •  Chapel 
ALL  IN  ONE  LOCATION 

6000  Clinton  Boulevard 
Jackson,  Mississippi  39209 

9 22-2123 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  — 
"Southern  Baptists  have  'put 
their  money  where  their  mouth 
is'  this  past  year  in  response  to 
the  tragic  burning  of  African 
American  churches,"  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC) 
President  Tom  Elliff  said. 

Having  now  helped  98 
African  American  congrega¬ 
tions  in  17  states  rebuild  after 
arson  attacks,  messengers  to 
the  upcoming  Southern  baptist 
Convention  annual  meeting 
will  be  asked  to  affirm  a  recom¬ 
mendation  that  unspent  dona¬ 
tions  to  the  SBC's  Arson  Fund 
be  used  for  theological  training 
of  African  American  pastors. 

The  proposal,  Elliff  said, 
"means  that  the  gifts  of 
Southern  Baptists  will  not  only 
be  used  to  restore  church  build¬ 
ings  destroyed  by  arson  but  to 
strengthen  African  American 
pastors  and  build  deeper  ties 
between  us." 

Southern  Baptists  have  con¬ 
tributed  approximately 

$724,000  to  the  Arson  Fund 
since  it  was  initiated  at  1996's 


annual  meeting  in  New 
Orleans  by  then-SBC  President 
Jim  Henry. 

Elliff  said  May  29,  "In  con¬ 
cert  with  what  I  believe  is  the 
heart  of  Southern  Baptists  and 
upon  the  counsel  of  our 
Cnristian  Life  Commission,  I 
will  be  asking  the  convention  to 
affirm  a  recommendation  (hat 
all  unused  funds  be  distributed 
to  our  seminaries  for  the  specif¬ 
ic  purpose  of  assisting  African 
American  pastors  in  further 
theological  training." 

The  funds  would  be  distrib¬ 
uted  to  the  SBC's  six  seminaries 
according  to  the  convention's 
seminary  funding  formula. 
Specific  uses  of  the  funds 
would  be  determined  by  each 
seminary. 

The  Arson  Fund's  distribu¬ 
tion  has  been  based  on  a  formu- 
la'developed  by  the  SBC  Inter- 
Agency  Council's  Racial 
Reconciliation  Task  Force  based 
an  in-hand  count  of  arson- 


The  10  Commandments  of  Sunday  School  Growth 

(This  is  part  2  of  a  series  on  the  10  laws  for  Sunday  School  growth) 

Law  #4  -  Bible  scholars  do  not  make  the  best  Sunday 
school  teachers.  Many  are  under  the  mistaken  impression  that 
Sunday  School  teachers  need  to  know  a  lot  about  the  Bible. 
The  truth  is,  Bible  scholars  often  make  the  worst  teachers. 
Teaching  involves  much  more  than  giving  a  45  minute  talk  on 
Sunday.  The  best  teachers  are  those  who  minister  to  the  needs 
of  their  pupils,  promote  fellowship,-  contact  members  and 
prospects  regularly,  and  apply  the  lesson  truths  to  their  mem¬ 
bers  lives.  A  teacher's  iob  is  not  to  teach  the  lesson.  It  is  to 
minister  to  the  needs  of  their  pupils. 

Law  #5  -  The  80%  rule.  This  is  one  law  you  cannot  violate 
and  grow.  Once  a  room  reaches  80%  of  capacity,  then  it  is  full. 
This  applies  to  worship  space  as  well  as  educa¬ 
tional  space.  History  has  taught  us  that  once  a 
room  is  80%  full,  then  the  class  will  stop  grow¬ 
ing  I  lore  are  the  steps  to  finding  your  capacity. 

Measure  the  exterior  of  your  educational  space. 

Multiply  length  times  width  to  find  total  square 
feet.  Divide  this  numlier  by  40  (each  person 
needs  40  square  feet  of  space).  The  answer  is  the 
maximum  capacity  of  your  space  at  100%.  80% 
of  this  number  is  the  most  you  can  consistently 
average  in  that  space,  This  is  a  very  important 
number,  don't  forget  it,  and  you  can't  ignore  it. 


Dr.  Jim  Butler,  Pnstor 
Trinity  Baptist  Church 
Southaven,  Mississippi 


lurches  impacted 


on 

related  fires  at  African 
American  churches  in  a  state  as 
a  percentage  of  the  total  num¬ 
ber  of  cni 
nationally. 

Approximately  $5,400 
remains  in  the  fund  at  the  SBC 
Executive  Committee,  while 
some  states  still  have  balances 
after  making  allocations  to 


Is  your  church 
for  everyone? 

Begin  or  strengthen  a  special 
education  ministry.  Special 
Education  Today  (0767346890) 
is  thy  publication  ministering 
to  special  education  persons, 
their  families,  and  other  care¬ 
givers.  And  there's  a  new  book 
to  help:  A  Place  for  Everyone: 
A  Guide  for  Special  Education 
Bible  Teaching-Reaching 
Ministry  (0767318986). 

Contact  The  Sunday  Scluvl  Board 
for  these  resources-  Email  to 
70423.252b@conifiusenv.cow  or  fax 
your  order  anytime  to  615-251-5933. 


meet  rebuilding  needs  in  their 
state_.  According  to  SBC  offi¬ 
cials,  state  conventions  will  be 
asked  to  return  unspent  funds 
to  the  Executive  Committee  so 
the  funds  may  be  forwarded  to 
the  seminaries  to  aid  in  African 
American  pastors'  theological 
training. 

Elliff,  pastor  of  First 
Southern  Baptist  Church,  Del 
City,  Okla.,  described  the 
$724,000  received  by  the  Arson 
Fund  as  remarkable  "in  a  year 
when  SBC  Cooperative 
Program  giving  is  already  at  an 
j;aBrm«e  hu^h."  - 

Henry,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Orlando,  Fla.,  initiated 
the  Arson  Fund  with  an  offer¬ 
ing  during  last  year's 
Wednesday  evening  SBC  ses¬ 
sion.  At  tne  time,  messengers 
gave  $38,628  in  cash  and 
$57,690  in  pledges;  even  before 
the  offering,  $185,000  had  been 
raised  in  pledges  by  state 
Baptist  conventions  and 
churches.  The  overall  initial 
total  was  $281,318. 

Henry,  in  his  presidential 
address,  urged  pastors,  church 
and  state  convention  leaders  to 
"go  home  and  take  collections 
and  free  up  resources  to  assist 
in  rebuilding." 

In  an  earlier  news  confer¬ 
ence,  Henry  said  he  hoped 
the  offering  will  help  snow 
"that  we've  come  a  long  way 
since  some  earlier  days  when 
these  kinds  of  things  hap¬ 
pened  and  there  was  no 
response  from  our  conven¬ 
tion  and  evangelicals." 


Central  Hills 
registering 

Dan  West,  manager  of 
Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat  at 
Kosciusko,  notes  openings  still 
exist  for  registrants  in  the 
camping  program  there. 

The  Royal  Ambassador/ 
Challenger  camps  (  for  boys  in 
grades  4-1 2)  are  on  June  1 6-20, 
June  23-27,  July  7-11,  July  14- 
18,  July  21-25,  and  July  28- 
Aug.  1 .  Cost  of  these  camps  is 
$95  per  camper. 

Lad/Dad  Weekend  Camps  (for 
boys  in  grades  1-3  and  their 
fathers)  are  set  for  June  28-28  and 
July  11-12.  Cost  of  these  camps  is 
$26  per  camper. 

For  details  contact  Central 
Hills  Baptist  Retreat  at  P.O.  Box 
723,  Kosciusko,  MS  39090-0723. 
Telephone  (601)  289-9730. 


Bibliocipher 

Bv  Charles  A  larv 
copyright  1997 


JDQR 
C  VCAA  WIY  NR) 
Cl  CQ 


QMHD  IWCB  FH/JI 

QMHX, 

RDH  QMCDE; 

AWVPJA  RD  QMH  IWU- 
UWQM  BWNl  QR  BR 
ERRB,  RO  QR  BR  HKCA? 
QR  IWKH  ACPH,  RO  QR 
BHIQORN  CQ? 

AJYH  ICS:  DCDH 

Clue:  K  equals  V 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  know  ledge.  A 
King  I antes  Version  Bible  verse  has- 
been  eneexted  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  bv 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  Jast 
week's  puzzle.  Luke  Twenty-Two 
Twentv-Two. 


VINYL  SIDING  •  NEVER  PAINT  AGAIN 


ROOM  ADDITIONS  -  NO  DOWN  PAYMENT  - 100%  FINANCING 
CARPORTS  SUBSTANTIAL  SAVINGS  As  Low  As 

PATIOS  -  DECKS  Itoli  (601)  373-21001  [>%$  Cfl 

licensed  SBliliiBliilOT  w 

INSURED 


SENIOR  CITIZENS  EXTRA  DISCOUNT 


PAY-less  Home  Improvements,  Inc.  ♦  Jackson 
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Names  in  the  News 


Homecomings 


Ed  Newman  was  licensed  to  preach- by  First  Church,  Kosciusko, 
on  May  4.  He  is  available  for  pulpit  supply  and  can  be  contacted  by 
calling  (601).  674-5066.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Barry  C.  Corbett, 
pastor;  Newman;  and  his  wife  Gayle. 


Faith  Church,  Hickory  Flat,  ordained  Gary  Kenneth  Roberson  )r. 
to  the  ministry  on  Jan.  19.  He  is  now  serving  as  pastor  of 
Hohenlinden  Church,  Mantee.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Gina 
Roberson,  Gary  Roberson,  and  Bill  Dowdy,  pastor. 


New  Orleans  Seminary  and  is 
currently  working  on  a  doctor  of 
education  degree. 

Kathy  Joyner,  a  member  of 
Mt.  Gilead  Church,  Meridian, 
received  her  pin  for  41  years  of 
perfect  attendance  in  Sunday 


United  States  annually  at  up  to 

21  million.  With  many  interna-  Jonathan  Kittrell,  Hattisburg, 
tional  students  in  this  country,  was  ordained  to  the  Gospel  May 
one  of  the  emphases  of  the  pro-  18  at  Maybank  Church, 
gram  Bates  will  lead  is  encour-  Hattiesburg.  He  is  the  son  of  Bill 
aging  Southern  Baptists  to  par-  and  Martha  Ann  Kittrell.  He  has 
ticipate  as  "friendship  families"  earned  a  master  of  divinity  from 
relating  to  an  international  per¬ 
son  in  the  local  area.  Bates  also 
will  work  with  returned 
Southern  Baptist  volunteers  to 
capture  their  newly  found 
excitement  about  overseas 
work  and  equip  them  for  a  col¬ 
lective  role  as  missions  promot¬ 
ers.  He  also  will  make  public 


First,  Leakesville:  June  29;  Donnie  Bain,  pastor. 
Sunday  School,  9:30  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship,  10:30  a.m.;  covered  dish 
lunch  at  noon;  Phil  Walker, 

Madison,  will  be  the  guest 
appearances  at  promotional  speaker.  Jimmy  Kettleman  is 

Emissions  events  throughout  the  pastor, 
country. 

Southside,  Vicksburg:  July 

_ _  Joey  J.  Brent  received  the  13;  11  a.m.  and  afternoon 

Chennault  and  DeBord  doctor  of  ministry  degree  May  singing  1:30  p.m.  Billy  and 

16  from  Dondra  Mangum,  Crystal 

Chennault  (left)  was  Luther  Rice  Springs,  music;  Sammy 

1  to  preach  the  Gospel  S  e  m  i  n  a  r  y ,  McDonald,  pastor,  speaker, 

eshore  Church,  Jackson,  Atlanta,  Ga.  Rw 

».  Presenting  the  license  He  is  current-  JPT  Paul,  Scobey:  June  22; 

hew  DeBord,  pastor.  ly  associate  Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.;  wor- 

pastor  of  First  ship,  11  a.m.  with  A.M.  (Sonny) 

~k  RICHMOND,  Va.  Church,  Moore  III,  pastor  chaplain; 

|1(BP)  —  Carey  Bates  C  o  1  u  m  b  i  a  ,  noon  meal;  2  p.m.  singing; 


BAPTISTRIES  1 

IROCHUREIA©'  HEATERS.  PUMPS 

FACTORY  DIRECT 

TOLL  FREE  NATIONWIDE 
1-MO-SS1-M79 

FIBERGLASS  BAPTISTRY  CO 
3SI1  HIXSON  PKE  •  CHATTANOOGA  TN  374151 


Brent 


United  States.  It  uses 

a  network  of  retired 
missionaries  and  other  former 
mission  workers  with  cross- 
cultural  and  language  skills. 
Estimates  put  the  number  of 
internationals  coming  to  the 


Mississippi  Valley 
Gas  Company 


Earnest  Kenneth  Adams 

(left)  was  licensed  to  the  min¬ 
istry  May  18  by  Liberty 
Church,  Nettleton.  Mike 
Brazeal,  pastor,  presented  the 
certificate.  Adams  is  available 
for  supply  and  can  be  contact¬ 
ed  at  601-256-2571. 


Safety  is  our  first  priority. 


Church  Buses 
Rental  Buses 

(New  and  Used) 

•We  buy  used  buses 
•Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc 
Brentwood,  Tenn. 
1-(800)-370-6180 
1-(615)-376-2287 


f  Xakewood  Memorial  Park 


Rev.  Rob  Robbins  is  now  a 
Counselor  with  Lakewood 
Memorial  Park  and  Funeral 
Home.  For  a  caring  approach  to 
cemetery  and  funeral  planning, 
v  call  him  at  922-2123.  J 


Available  in  20  ft.  to  33  ft.  models 
(12  to  38  Passenger) 
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Just  for  the  Record 


Staff  Changes 


■p  FIBERGLASS 
"  SPECIALTIES 
INCORPORATED 


Retiree  benefit  slated 


Baptist 
personnel 
who  had 
limited  or 
no  contri- 
b  u  t  i  o  n  s 
toward  & 
retirement 
through  the  -4 

a _ Ti_  _  n _ 1 


Annuity  Board 

and  are  now  impoverished. 

"I  watched  a  video  on 
retired  pastors,  missionaries, 
their  wives,  and  widows. 
These  folks  have  given  their 
lives  serving  God,,  (and  they) 
are  in  need  of  basic  necessities 
—  food,  clothing,  and  heat  in 
the  winter. 

"Why  can't  we  get  together 
once  a  year  and  play  in  a  tour- 


Harperville  Church, 
Harperville:  June  22-26; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6:30  p.m.; 
weekday  services,  10.30  a.m. 
and  7:00  p.m.;  John  Sharp  is 
pastor. 


First  Church,  Columbus, 
has  called  Johnny  Presley  as 
minister  to 
adults.  He  is 
a  graduate  of 
Mississippi 
College  and 
New  Orleans 
Seminary. 

Presley  is  a 
former  mis¬ 
sionary  to 
Rio  de 

Janeiro  where 
he  served  as 
Religious  Education 

Consultant  for  the  Brazilian 
Baptist  Convention.  His  previ¬ 
ous  place  of  service  was  First 
Church,  Lauderdale,  as  minis¬ 
ter  of  education  and  music. 


County  Line  Church, 

Carthage,  has  called  Mark 
Pilgrim  as  pastor  effective  June 
15.  His  previous  place  of  service 
was  Carson  Ridge  Church,  Ethel. 

Paul  Middleton  has  resigned 
Spring  Hill  Church,  Marshall 
Association,  effective  May  25  to 
accept  the  call  as  pastor  to 
Calvary  Church,  Batesville.  Oakvale  attended  1 

Copiah-Lincoln 
Cedar  Grove  Church,  Marion  Community 
Association,  has  called  Michael  College  and  the 
A.  Grenn  as  pastor  effective  University  of 
April  6,  Danny  Panter  as  youth  Southern 
minister,  and  Christopher  Mississippi. 
Tumage  as  minister  of  music.  A  Tumage  previously 
native  of  Brookhaven,  Grenn  served  "  ~Oakvale 
attended  Mississippi  College  Church,  Oakvale; 
and  is  a  graduate  of  William  Arm  Church,  Arm; 
Carey  College.  Churches  he  pre-  and1  Calvary 
viously  served  are  Crooked  Church,  Silver 
Creek,  Lawrence  Association;  Creek. 


Eden,  Yazoo 

Association;  and 

Galilee,  Copiah 
Association.  Panter, 
son  of  Dan  and 
Libby  Panter,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Russia, 
is  a  student  at 
William  Carey 
College.  Tumage  of 


Steeples  & 
Baptistries 


Grenn 
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•  IqhtMWa  •  Baptist  ry  *C  Be*  H4C 
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Presley 


Tumage 


Panter 


Providing  Transportation  Solutions 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Hospital  or  Medicare  Supplement 
Insurance?  If  yes,  call  for  our  Low  Rates  Today! 

□  Major  Hospital  &  Surgical  Plan 

i  t  i  /  i  r*.  A  t  t  •.  t  n  r  .  •  G”  . 


our 

Before  ^you 

_ ‘  SENTRY-30  to  32  Passenger 

#1  in  Van  &  Chevy  Diesel  or  454  Gas 
Buses  Freightliner  Cummins-Diesel 


Pacer  LTD  by  Goshen 
Coach  15  Passenger, 

Gas  or  Diesel 
NO  CDL  Required 

72'  Interior  Headroom  4  Electric 

Passenger  Door  ♦  No  Hump  to  ( raw  I 

over  4  Low  Entry  Step-for  seniors 
4  Easy  Handling-Fun  to  Drive 

CALL  —  “Sua  Salco.  —  TODAY 

4805  FARM  LANE  RD.  PINE  BLUFF,  AR  71603 

501-879-1500  or  800-822-5307 


Call  today  for  free  information: 


E.F.  Hutton  Insurance 
Marketing 

PO  Box  5127,  Brandon,  MS  39047 

1-800-463-4348 


Check  our  prices-we'll  sell  for  Less  New  or  Used 
We  have  a  Large  Inventory  of  Used  Buses 
All  Makes  &  Models 
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Baptist  College  News 


They  are  "all  knowing"  and 
we  must  wait  for  them  to 
inform  us  of  what  we  are  to  do. 

Those  who  become  aware 
that  this  is  contrary  to  the 
Southern  Baptist  polity  are 
labeled  "troublemakers'*  and 
become  an  outcast  to  the 
church  regardless  of  their 
years  of  service  and  dedica- 
oint  SBC  FALLING  APART  tion. 

Pastors  surround  themselves 
Editor:  with  people  who  will  follow 

Southern  Baptists  became  them  as  the  Heaven's  Gate 

the  fastest  growing  protestation  group  did  in  California  and  he 

denomination  years  ago  uses  them  until  they  may  see 

because  of  our  belief  and  appli-  the  misguided  direction  of  the 

cation  of  the  Holy  Bible  and  pur  church.  They  are  then  cast  aside 

shall  not  be  infringed."  organization  and  structure,  also. 

The  authors  of  the  proposed  based  on  the  New  Testament.  This  activity  is  moving  very 

amendment  seem  to  be  Liberalism  became  a  prob-  silently  but  very  effectively  in 
unaware  that  such  freedoms  lem  because  we  were  compla-  many  of  our  churches, 
are  afforded  students  in  public  cent  about  our  belief  of  the  R.  K.  Houston  wrote  a  corn- 

schools  already,  under  current  Bible.  ^ment  in  the  June  27,  1996,  issue 

law.  We  put  our  confidence  in  the  of  "The  Baptist  Record,"  identi- 

If  you  or  your  student-chil-  pastors  not  realizing  that  some  fying  that  our  delegates  were 

understanding  dren  have  been  told  otherwise  did  not  believe  the  Scriptures.  not  representing  our  true 

by  a  school  official,  you  may  We  have  overcome  that.  Southern  Baptist  desires, 
have  been  deprived  of  your  somewhat,  but  the  organization  The  problem  goes  beyond 
rights  because  of  their  igno-  and  structure  of  the  denomina-  that.  It  must  be  stopped  in  our 
ranee  of  what  the  law  allows,  tion  is  rapidly  falling  apart.  local  churches, 
and  their  lack  of  training  in  this  The  younger  generation  of  We  must  wake  up  before  we 
important  matter  does  not  war-  pastors  seems  to  believe  that  become  the  fastest  dying  reli- 
rant  the  passing  of  a  we  need  to  follow  God's  Will  gion. 

by  Constitutional  amendment.  but  only  they  can  communicate  R.  E.  Beech 

-rs  Those  parents  and  others  with  our  Savior.  Gulfport 


concerned  with  this  vital  topic 
may  obtain  a  copy  of  this  docu¬ 
ment  at  no  charge  by  writing: 
Religion  in  the  Public  Schools; 
15  East  84th  Street,  Suite  501, 
New  York,  NY  10028. 

Richard  L.  Conville 
Hattisburg,  MS 


kind  of  Christianity,  but 
Thomas  Jefferson's  and  others' 
deism  has  little  in  common 
with  the  evangelical  funda¬ 
mentalism  of  Jerry  Falwell, 
Ralph  Reed,  and  the  current 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
leadership. 

Another  effort  is  afoot  to 
undercut  this  historic  Baptist 
position:  House 

Resolution  78,  the  Religious 
Freedom  Amendment. 

In  part  its  text  reads:  "The 
le's  right  to  pray  and  rec¬ 
ognize  their  religious  beliefs, 
heritage,  or  traditions  on  public 
property,  including  schools. 


Editor: 

When  I  was  a  child,  to  my 
knowledge  we  only  had  the 
King  James  Version  of  the  Bible; 
then  along  came  the  New 
International  Version.  Now, 
we've  gone  a  step  further  and 
there  is  the  New  International 
Reader's  Version.  Each  step  has 
changed  "just  a  little." 

I  feel  that  in  all  this  hoopla 
over  the  various  versions,  that 
everyone  is  overlooking  Rev.  peopl 
22:18-19. 

This  Scripture  clearly  states 
that  if  we  add  to  God's 
Scripture  he  will  send  the 
plagues;  likewise,  if  we  take 
away  from  the  Scriptures,  he 
will  take  away  his  part  of  the 
Book  of  Life. 

Oftentimes  the  Bible  is  hard 
to  read,  but  I  find  that  if  I  read 
and  pray  as  I  go,  for  the  most 
part  i  gain  some  i 
of  the  Scriptures. 

Had  we  been  more  aware  of 
our  government's  practices,  we 
would  not  have  lost  the  free¬ 
doms  we  have,  i.e.  prayer  in 
schools!  Our  losses  were  a  step 
by  step  process. 

Lers  not  lose  our  souls  by 
attempting  to  simplify  Gods 
Word! 

Myra  Lanham 

Boonville,  MS 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 


Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists  '  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subjec  t  to  editing. 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  fx’rsonal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 


MAINTAIN  SEPARATION 


Thank  you,  Charles  Myers,  H3*  Fl 

for  clearly  stating  the  historical  jf .Jii'CA  e  mZ'f  ..WE  :  L 

and  still  wise  Baptist  position  ^  Y 

on  church-state  relations  (Guest  ^  ,  i 

Opinion,  May  29  issue).  |  .. . 

Baptists  would  do  well  to  ^  *3  T  ™  ^ 

celebrate  it  by  recommitting  .  r.  ,  ^4  '  (wVjflESSL 

to  Jg  ygBwWI  i  JL  t 

position  of  separation  of  church  ^  |  9  T  W  QlflJlll-  1  j  gBgj^jP 

I  believe  Myers  is  corns  t  in  M  f  |  Ja'ffyS  ?  nf&Zvi 

1  '  Jp  r  l|g  LjVA 

'  nation.  because  ~ ; 

nations  cannot  be  Christian, 

only  individuals  can  be.  Seventy  pastors  and  staff  members  from  Miss.,  La.,  Ala.,  and  Fla.  churches  participated  in  the  2nd 

Granted,  many  of  the  found-  Annual  Minister's  Golf  Tournament  sponsored  by  the  Cooper  School  of  Missions  and  Biblical  Studies 
ing  fathers  (a  small  minority  of  department  of  William  Carey  College.  The  tournament  was  held  on  May  19-20  at  Timberton  Golf  Club 
the  population)  professed  a  in  Hattiesburg. 


No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 


When  in  the  judgment  of  the  edi¬ 
tor  a  given  issue  has  received  suf¬ 
ficient  attention,  correspondence 
dealing  with  it  will  no  longer  be 
published  and  a  notice  will  be 
printed  to  that  effect. 


Just  as  your  community  looks  to  you  for  guidance,  you  need  an  insurance 
company  that  understands  your  church's  unique  needs.  You  need 
Preferred  Risk  Mutual-  America’s  largest  insurer  of  churches.  Our 
Cornerstone  program  features  flexible  insurance  protection  specifically 
designed  for  today’s  ministries.  And.  if  your  church  suffers  an  unfortu¬ 
nate  loss,  we'll  be  there  to  help  you  get  back  on  your  feet. 


Call  Preferred  Risk  Mutual  at  1-800-321-5754  to  get  information, 
quotes  or  advice. 


PREFERRED  RISK  MUTUAL 

INSURANCE  COMPANY 

www  preferred- rtsk  com 


Vou  Can  Count  On  Ours 

Endorsed  Program  Of  The  Annuity  Board,  SBC 
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Life  and  Work 

Personal  worship 

Psalm  145:1-5,  8-12, 17-19 


W  % 


By  Becky  Bennett 


Blind  and  deaf  from  the  age 
of  two,  Helen  Keller  was  asked 
by  a  young  boy,  "Isn't  it  the 
worst  thing  in  the  world  to  be 
blind?"  She  replied,  "Not  half 
so  bad  as  to  nave  two  good 
eyes  and  see  nothing."  Personal 
worship  involves  seeing  and 
being  aware  of  the  things  that 
so  often  are  taken  for  granted. 
It  is  also  a  time  to  reflect  upon 
those  things  not  so  visible. 

Worship  Daily  (145:1-2). 
Bible  study,  prayer,  and  medi¬ 
tation  nourish  the  Christian 
life.  In  these  verses  the  psalmist 
leaves  no  doubt  these  activities 
should  be  a  daily  part  of  the  life 
of  a  growing,  maturing 


A  A 


Christian.  A  daily 
time  of  personal 
worship  is  a  worthy 
goal  for  every  Bennett 
Christian.  How  often 
do  you  let  other  concerns  rob 
you  of  daily  personal  worship? 

The  purpose  of  worship  is  to 
celebrate  God.  He  is  great  and 
certainly  deserving  of  praise. 
Though  God's  greatness  is 
beyond  our  comprehension,  we 
should  constantly  praise  and 
worship  him.  We  must  plan  for 
daily  worship,  just  as  we  plan 
for  attending  church  on  a  regu¬ 
lar  basis.  Self  discipline,  routine, 
and  determination  help 
Christians  to  achieve  a  pattern  of 


time,  we  are  the  recipients 
of  his  great  blessing.  God 
does  not  need  our  wor¬ 
ship — he  wants  it.  We 
need  to  give  him  praise 
and  adoration.  Through 
these  worship  times  we 
receive  great  joy  as  we 
grow  in  our  knowledge 
and  understanding  of 
God. 

Focus  on  God  (145: 3-5, 
8-9).- As  we  focus  on  God  in  our 
daily  worship  time,  we  learn 
more  and  more  about  the 
nature  of  God.  He  is  merciful 
and  tenderly  compassionate, 
God  is  long  suffering — in  other 
words,  he  takes  a  long  time  to 
get  angry.  His  love  is  totally 
unchanging.  God's  provision 
for  all  of  his  creation  is  abun¬ 
dant.  Isn't  it  wonderful  to  focus 
mpletely  on  God  and  his 
^atness?  How  small  self 
mes  in  the  presence  of  God. 

When  we  focus  on  God, 
another  purpose  of  daily  wor¬ 


coi 


ship  is  established.  Not  only  do 
we  celebrate  God,  but  he 
becomes  more  important  to  us 
and  we  become  less  significant. 
Personal,  daily  worship  leads 
Christians  to  snare  God  s  great¬ 
ness  with  others. 

Tell  Others  About  God 
(145:10-12).  Bring  to  your  mem¬ 
ory  a  really  exciting  time  in  your 
life — an  engagement,  the  Dirth 
of  a  child  or  grandchild,  a  new 
job  or  a  promotion.  How  long 
did  it  take  you  to  find  someone 
with  whom  to  share  your  good 
news?  If  no  one  is  close  we  find 
someone.  Sometimes  we  tell 
total  strangers  our  exciting 
news!  How  long  has  it  been 
since  you  shared  the  good  news 
about  God's  greatness  with 
someone?  More  time  spent  in 
personal,  daily  worship  gives  us 
more  exciting  things  to  share 
with  others. 

Expect  God  to  Respond 
(145:17-19).  God  will  respond 
to  our  praise  and  adoration. 


Worship  is  an  activity  involv¬ 
ing  both  God  and  us.  God  is 
loving  and  just,  and  in  worship 
he  draws  near  to  us.  God  joins 
with  us  in  our  many  endeavors. 
He  fulfills  the  desires  of  our 
hearts.  God  hears  our  cries  of 
distress  and  rescues  us.  His 
provision  is  perfect. 

Many  people  with  sharp 
eyesight  and  acute  hearing 
seem  totally  unaware  of  the 
beautiful  sights  and  sounds 
around  them.  They  never 
notice  the  majesty  of  stately 
trees,  the  tranquillity  of  a  quiet 
lake,  or  the  splendor  of  starry 
skies.  They  fail  to  hear  the 
melodies  of  singing- birds  or  the 
gentle  rustling  of  leaves.  We 
must  take  time  to  hear  and  see 
God.  He  takes  pleasure  in  our 
praise.  Don't  be  robbed  of  great 
joy  and  the  real  strength  of 
your  Christian  life  by  neglect¬ 
ing  daily  personal  worship. 

Bennett  is  Dean  of  Students  at 
Blue  Mountain  College. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Being  faithful  in  marriage 

I  Corinthians  7:1-16 

By  Greg  McBride 


relationship  between  a  this  internal  desire,  for  them  to  died  to  ea 
man  and  a  woman,  Paul  deny  its  satisfaction  (bum  with  seem  hard  i 
described  how  marriage  passion).  To  those  who  are  sin-  fault  divorc 
created  a  bond  in  which  gle,  Paul  says  they  must  deter-  called  to  a  1 
both  partners  were  no  mine  if  their  marital  status  is  a  the  world, 
longer  mutually  exclu-  gift  from  God  and  then  take  understand 
sive.  This  meant  that  appropriate  action.  There  is  are  unhapp 
they  could  no  longer  today  in  our  culture  an  underly-  not  their  sp 
make  decisions  consid-  ing  assumption  that  single  peo-  don't  know 
ering  only  themselves,  pie  are  incomplete.  This  is  hue  only  two  cl 
Every  decision  a  mar-  even  in  the  church.  As  a  result,  unmarried 
ried  person  makes  must  singles  feel  that  they  are  exterior  swallow  m 
take  into  consideration  the  to  the  central  ministry  of  the  my  problei 
attention  to  needs  of  the  spouse.  Only  upon  church.  We  should  give  heed  to  not  my  gift 
mutual  agreement,  for  a  limited  Paul's  teaching  here.  Both  sin-  Yet  there 
time,  and  for  the' purpose  of  gleness  ahd  marriage  axe  valid  marriage 
spiritual  reflection  were  the  and  necessary  for  the  ministry  of  Christian,  : 
needs  of  the  individual  mar-  the  Gospel  of  Christ.  an  unbelit 

artners  to  be  denied.  Staying  Married  (7:10-16).  As  Your  spou 

ig  Single  (7:7-9).  Paul  felt  to  what  Christians  are  supposed  field.  Only 
leness  was  best  for  the  to  do  after  they  get  married,  spouse  insis 
time  at  hand.  However,  he  also  Paul  had  one  instruction  —  stay  you  give  up 
ried.  Marriage  provided  free-  felt  that  singleness  was  a  gift  married.  He  wasn't  just  giving  No  matt 

’*  from  God.  Only  gifted  people  his  opinion  either,  he  was  quot-  to  trivializ 
are  able  to' remain  single.  Single  ing  Jesus  (v.10).  God  intended  culture,  nu 

rted  that  couples  stay  together,  but  if  to  God.  It  si 
for  they  couldn't  manage  that  and  lightly  nor 
them  to  find  a  mate.  God  did  not  had  to  separate,  Paul  gave  two  McBride 
le  sexual  design  men  and  women  with  options — live  single  or  be  recon-  Church,  Pas 


answers  he  gave  are 
still  relevant  to  the 
church  today.  In  our 
culture  of  no-contest 
^  divorce  and  live-in 

Corinthiarichurch.  The  question  relationships  the  church  would 
seems  odd  unless  you  take  into  do  well  to  pay 
consideration  the  fact  that  the  ~ 

New  Testament  church,  much 
more 


McBride 


Paul's  instruction. 

Being  Married  (7:1-6).  To 
begin  with,  Paul  stated  what 
Jesus  stated  in  Matthew  19:3-6 
—  Marriage  is  good.  Marriage  nag 
was  actually  God's  idea  and  B 
therefore  Paul  would  not  deny  that  sinj 
Corinthians  reasoned,  did  they  those  who  wanted  to  be  mar- 
need  to  waste  time  on-,  being  ried-  Marriage  provided  free- 
married?  Furthermore,  if  their  dom  from  immorality  as  well 
spouses  refused  to  be  saved,  -as  a  sense  of  belonging.  Yet 
snould  they  stay  married  to  Paul  wanted  to  teach  the  pieople  who  are  not  so 
them?  These  were  legitimate  Corinthians  about  marriage's  '•*  AA  " 

questions,  and  Paul  gave  con-  most  important  ingredient- 
crete  answers  to  them.  The  selflessness.  Using  the 


than  the  church  of  today. 


second  coming 


Family  Bible  Series 

.  \  \  v.  if-  *  e  e  ? 

Endure  hard  times 

2  Timothy  2:1-13 

By  Paul  Blanchard  being  tempted 


translates  the  phrase,  be  bom  again;  we  must  be  "reign  with."  In  verses  11-13, 
"take  one's  share  of  faithful  in  study  and  obedience  Paid  uses  the  phrase  "It  is  a 
rough  treatment."  It  is  of  God's  word  and  prayer;  and  trustworthy  statement."1  In  the 
difficult  for  Christians  in  we  must  live  according  to  pastoral  epistles  this  phrase  is 
the  western  world  to  Christ's  standards  of  disciple-  used  five  times,  and  is  found 
understand  what  seri-  ship.  "  nowhere  else  in  the  New 

ous  spiritual  warfare  Paul  also  uses  the  illustra-  Testament.  Paul  uses  it  to  intro- 
and  suffering  for  Christ  tion  of  the  farmer  to  show  the  duce  an  important  truth.  Tire 
mean.  Though  the  secu-  characteristics  of  the  strong  truth  in  verses  11-13  is  that  if 
lar  environment  in  our  spiritual  life.  The  farmer  works  we  died  with  Jesus,  we  shall 
society  is  becoming  more  to  gain  the  crop  for  himself.  The  also  lhre  with  Jesus.  Enduring 
hostile  to  Christianity,  daily  life  of  the  farmer  may  persecution  is  worth  the  price 
e  still  not  faced  with  the  seem  unrewarding  and  unex-  we  have  to  pay  because  of  the 
if  job,  imprisonment,  or  citing.  The  Christian's  life  is  people  who  can  come  to  Jesus 
tion  because  of  our  faith.  often  like  the  farmer.  There  ana  be  saved.  Our  deep  convic- 
il  also  uses  the  illustra-  may  be  occasional  times  of  tion  should  be  to  lead  lost  peo- 
)f  the  athlete.  Christian  excitement  and  speciahsatisfac-  pie  to  Jesus.  Christian  service 
e  demands  the  dedicated  tion,  but  the  daily  routine  is  demands  faithfulness  in  wit- 
ig  of  the  victorious,  ath-  often  the  same.  nessing.  A  great  motivation  for 

’he  athlete  of  PaulV’day  In  verses  11-13,  the  Apostle  faithfulness  is  the  power  of  the 
three  qualifications  to  Paul  gives  the  promise  of  eter-  word  of  God.  The  Bible  is  God's 
First,  he  had  to  be  true-  nal  blessing,  another  motiva-  Holy  Word.  It  is  inerrant  and 
3 reek.  Second,  he  had  to  tion  for  faithfulness.  Paul  states  inspired  of  God.  It  is  our  source 
re  at  lease  ten  months  for  that  if  we  endure  persecution  of  spiritual  nourishment.  As  we 
ames  and  swear  to  that  and  hostility  we  give  evidence  serve  Jesus  and  tell  others 
;  a  statue  of  Zeus.  Third,  that  we  truly  belong  to  Christ  about  Him,  may  we  find  daily 
d  to  compete  within  the  and  that  we  shall  also  reign  strength  in  the  Bible,  along 
ic  rules  for  a  given  event,  with  Him.  That  is  the  hope  of  with  our  prayer  time. 

>arable  rules  apply  to  Christians  — the  eternal  king-  Blanchard  is  Director  of 
lal  Christians.  We  must  dom.  The  verb  here  means  to  Missions,  Winston  Association. 


Uganda  church  offers  haven  from  illness 


military  has  AIDS  and  20  to 
25%  of  young  adults  in  cities. 
Pierce  said. 

"You  see  people  you  know. 
The  three  women  bowed  their  in  all  likelihood,  will  die 
heads  in  prayer.  despite  anything  you  do,"  he 

Robina  Namuli,  33,  Prossy  said.  "You  do  vrirat  you  can  and 
Gwokyalya,  31,  and  Justine  try  not  to  pull  back  from  the 
Nakiwala,  45,  have  AIDS.  They  patient." 

know  it  will  claim  their  lives.  One  way  Uganda  is  attacking 
and  they  have  accepted  that.  the  AIDS  problem  is  with  a  cam- 
The  three  are  participants  in  paign  focusing  on  sexual  fideli- 
Kampala  Baptist  Church's  AIDS  ty  m  marriage  and  abstinence 
ministry.  They  came  on  outside  marriage.  The  program, 

V  A  this  Saturday  evening  True  Love  Waits,  was  started  by 

|\  0^  for  fellowship  and  for  Southern  Baptists  in  the  United 

g  emotional  support  States  in  1993.  Now  it  is  used  by 
X/  5  from  one  another  and  other  denominations  and  in 

Y  fronT~their  Christian  countries  around  the  world. 

|  ^3)  God.  "We  go  into  schools  and  talk 

*  They  live  in  a  coun-  with  students  and  use  demon- 
try  where  acquired  immune  strations,"  said  Andrew 

*  deficiency  syndrome  is  ram-  Mwenge  (mWANG),  head  of 
pant.  Many  people  have  AIDS  Uganda's  True  Love  Waits  pro- 
and  don't  know  it  because  they  gram.  Converted  to  Christianity 
have  never  been  tested,  said  through  a  Baptist  student  group 
Mark  Pierce,  a  Southern  Baptist  in  1981,  Mwenge,  now  36,  has 


By  Alberta  Lindsey 

Richmond  Times  Dispatch 


Simon  Okeng,  a  member  of  Nakawa  Baptist 


QUIET  TIME  —  L _  . 

Church  in  Kampala,  Uganda,  takes  a  moment  for  prayer.  (Photo  by 
P.  Kevin  Morley  ©  1997  Richmond  Times-Dispatch) 


how  long  she  has  had  AIDS. 
Her  husband  died  from  the  dis¬ 
ease  in  1993. 

She  sells  fruit  and  vegetables 
in  a  market  to  earn  money.  She 
worries  about  what  will  hap¬ 
pen  to  theyoungest  of  her  five 
children.  Tne  children  range  in 
age  from  10  to  20.  "I  have  noth¬ 
ing  to  leave  them,"  Nakiwala 
said.  "I'm  trying  to  build  a 
small  house  for  the  children." 

Said  Namuli:  "I  try  to  be 
brave,  to  be  strong  ana  to  just 
live  with  AIDS.  There's  nothing 
I  can  do  about  it. 

"Life  goes  on." 

©  1997  Richmond  Times- 
Dispatch.  Used  by  permission. 


AIDS,  family  fail  to  derail  faith 


NEW  LIFE  —  Jim  Rice  (left) 
and  other  clergy  baptize  con¬ 
verts  in  Lake  Victoria.  (Photo 
by  P.  Kevin  Morley  ©  1977 
Richmond  Times-Dispatch) 


missionary  who  is  an  infectious 
diseases  specialist  at  Makerere 
University  Medical  School  in 
Kampala.  Most  don't  w&nt  to 
know  they  have  the  disease. 

"More  than  half  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  we  admit  are  positive  even 
though  most  aren't  tested," 
Pierce  said. 

The  Uganda  AIDS 
Commission  reports  the  20-30 
age  group  is  especially  hard  hit, 
and  the  deaths  of  so  many 
child-rearing  people  have  left 
the  country  witn  more  than 
500,000  orphans. 

Caring  for  the  children  often 
falls  to  grandparents,  because 
in  many  cases,  aunts  and  uncles 
also  have  died  of  AIDS.  Other 
children  live  on  the  streets, 
making  out  the  best  they  can. 

Polygamy,  long  a  part  of 
Ugandan  culture,  is  partly 
responsible  for  the  spread  of 
AIDS  in  the  country.  "It  seems 
like  half  of  the  men  we  admit 
have  two  wives,"  Pierce  said. 
"They  will  have  a  wife  in  one 
'town  and  another  in  a  different 
town." 

In  addition  to  adult-to-adult 
transmission  of  the  disease, 
between  25%  and  35%  of 
infants  bom  to  HIV-infected 
women  become  infected  before 
or  during  birth  or  through 
breast-feeding. 

Certain  segments  of  the  pop¬ 
ulation  have  especially  nigh 
AIDS  rates.  About  60%  of  the 


By  Alberta  Lindsey 

Richmond  Times  Disp< 


KAMPALA,  Uganda  (BP)  — 
AIDS  led  William  Maseruka  to 
Christ.  As  if  suffering  the  dead¬ 
ly  disease  weren't  enough,  he 
also  has  suffered  for  his  faith. 

Because  of  his  refusal  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  spirit  worship,  his 
brothers  and  sisters  disavowed 
him  and  took  his  inheritance. 

Now  he  lives  in  a  windowless 
mud  hut  in  a  village  near 
Kampala. 


Cowboy  Bibles 
a  hit  in  Miss. 

"The  Baptist  Record"  has 
received  numerous  calls 
requesting  information  on  how 
to  receive  a  copy  of  the  cow¬ 
boy  Bible  mentioned  in  the 
article  entitled,  "Movie  sub¬ 
ject's  life  continues  as  wit¬ 
ness,"  on  page  1 2  of  the  June  5 
issue.  Interested  persons 
should  write  to  Clyde  and  Elsie 
Frost  at  1116  E.  Cottonwood 
Lane  in  Lane,  OK  74555.  The 
Bibles  are  being  distributed 
free  of  charge  under  limited 
funding.  A  donation  of  $3.50 
per  Bible  is  suggested  for  those 
people  able  to  donate. 


There,  sitting  on  a  pile  ot  a  ^ 

sweet  potatoes,  with  his  wife  <. 

and  five  ot  his  six  i  hildren  lj  .i  ! 

around  him,  Maseruka  (Mah-^ - 

sah-ROOK-ah)  told  his  story.  FAMILY-  CARE  —  At  Mbarara  University  Hospital  and  other 
"In  1987,  I  was  discovered  by  institutions  in  Uganda,  relatives  often  stay  with  AIDS  patients  in 
doctors  to  have  the  HIV  virus  in  order  to  help  short-handed  staffs.  (Photo  by  R  Kevin  Morley  © 
my  blood.  I  denied  it  for  some  1997  Richmond  Times-Dispatch) 

years.  'No,  it  can't  happen  to  me.'  —  7 

I  denied  it  right  up  to  1990  when  we  lost  our  baity  "I  told  my  wife,  'We  better  accept  Jesus  Chris 
who  was  1  year  old.  The  baby  had  the  virus,  ana  as\>ur  Savior  because  there  is  no  other  altema 

she  died  from  the  problem."  five..'  Then  if  we  die,  at  least  we  will  reap  thi 

None  of  the  couple's  other  children  has  been  eternal  life  that  Jesus  Christ  gives." 
diagnosed  with  AIDS.  Maseruka's  wife,  Margaret  Maseruka  said,  "I  feel  free  (sine 
Margaret,  is  infected.  becoming  a  Christian).  I  am  happy." 

The  couple  became  involved  with  Kampala  Maseruka  said  his  brothers  tell  him:  "Ou 
Baptist  Church's  ministry  for  AIDS  patients,  father  chose  you  to  be  his  heir,  to  carry  on  hi 

One  Saturday  a  group  from  the  church  present-  responsibilities,  and  some  of  the  duties  as  hei 

ed  a  play,  "Tne  Virus  and  the  Cross."  are  these  rituals." 

"We  thought  we  had  come  to  the  dead  end,  "I  say:  'I  have  abandoned  that.  I  will  not  dro] 
but  the  play  was  giving  us  some  hope  that  in  Jesus  Christ.'" 

Jesus  Christ  there  is  eternal  hope,"  said  ©  1997 -Richmond  Times-Dispatch.  Used  by  pei 
Maseruka,  36.  mission. 
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